
 

 

Hello Eastern Chapter Members,  

February is an extremely busy time of 
year for the Chapter. Events include -  

 “Engineering with Leo”   on February 
6 from 5:00 to 8:00 at the Washing-
ton Pavilion’s Kirby Science & Dis-
covery Center 

 STEM Girls on February 17, 18, and 
19, from 3:45 to 5:00pm at George 
McGovern (Tuesday), Whittier 
(Wednesday), Edison (Thursday) 
Middle Schools in Sioux Falls, SD  

 Math Counts on February 19 at 
Morningside Community Center.  

The finale is the Awards Banquet on 
February 28th  from 5:30 to 9:30 in the 
Starlite Ballroom on the top floor of the 
Downtown Holliday Inn. Erin Steever and 
Wes Philips have put together a packed 
schedule which includes a short presen-
tation by Mayor Mike Huether and enter-
tainment by REZA, an illusionist from 
Brookings SD. Let’s not forget, the main 
focus of the event is to celebrate and 
recognize outstanding engineers and 
projects in Eastern South Dakota. 
Please make every effort to join in the 
fun, eat great food, and support our 
chapter!  

Our next monthly meeting will be Febru-
ary 10th from 12:00 to 1:00 at the 41st 

Street Pizza Ranch. Shannon Ausen 
from the City of Sioux Falls and Travis 
Dressen from the South Dakota Depart-
ment of Transportation will present on 
their   respective   Capital   Improvement  

 
Programs. This has been a well-
attended meeting in the past as it is 
great opportunity to hear and see 
firsthand upcoming City/DOT projects.  

Thanks to Deff Dunn, Principal Water 
Engineer for the City of Sioux Falls who 
presented at the last meeting on the on 
the City’s water main condition assess-
ment project. Jeff recently presented 
this project at the national AWWA con-
ference.  

The March monthly meeting will be held 
at Hancock Concrete to see the precast 
pipe manufacturing process. Additional 
information will be provided in the next 
newsletter.  

Please help me in welcoming new mem-
ber Meghan Danielson from SDSU. 
Membership is strong and continues to 
grow! 

Lastly, we will be holding elections for 
the Eastern Chapter Vice President and 
Chapter Director (1st and 2nd Term) posi-
tions at the February meeting. If you are 
interested or know of someone who 
would make a great fit for this position, 
p lease  contac t  me  a t  r john -
son@siouxfalls.org or 367-8641.  

Thank you!  

Ryan Johnson 
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NEXT MEETING: 
February 10th, 11:30 AM @ Pizza 
Ranch on 41st Street 
 - Shannon Ausen (City of Sioux Falls) 
and Travis Dressen (SDDOT) will dis-
cuss the 2015 construction program. 

NEW MEMBERS: 

 Meghan Danielson, SDSU 

P O  B O X  1 5 1 2   
S I O U X  F A L L S ,  S D   

5 7 1 0 1  

 

The Engineering Informer 

WebEx: this month’s presenta-
tion will be broadcast on WebEx 
so please plan on tuning in on 
the web if you can’t be here in 
person!  See the instructions on 
how to use WebEx on page 6 of 
this newsletter. 



I M P O R T A N T  
C A L E N D A R  I T E M S  

T R E A S U R E R ’ S  R E P O R T  
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EASTERN CHAPTER MEETINGS: 

 February 10, 11:30 @ Pizza Ranch 

on 41st Street 

 March 10, 11:30 @ Hancock Con-

crete Products 

 April 14, 11:30 @ Pizza Ranch on 

41st Street 
 

Engineering With Leo 

February 6, 2015 

5:00—8:00PM 

Washington Pavilion  

Kirby Science & Discovery Center 
 

STEM Girls 

February 17—19, 2015 

3:45—5:00PM 

George McGovern (Tue), Whittier (Wed), 

Edison (Thu) Middle Schools 
 

Math Counts 

February 19, 2015 

Morningside Community Center 
 

E-Week 

February 22—28, 2015 
 

Eastern Chapter Awards Banquet 

February 28, 2015 

Holiday Inn City Centre 
 

Eastern Chapter Hockey Outing 

March 26, 2015, 7:05PM 

Denny Sanford Premier Center 
 

2015 Annual Conference 

April 8, 2015 

Ramkota Hotel, Pierre 

To add a calendar item, please contact Josh 
Peterson at JPeterson@siouxfalls.org  
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Free First Fridays – In collaboration with the Kirby Science and Discovery 
Center (KSDC) at the Washington Pavilion, in Sioux Falls, SD, SDES volun-
teers will celebrate Leonardo da Vinci with over 300 patrons through their 
“Engineering with Leo” experience.  While most of his inventions never 
made it off the page he drew them on, we know that he was looking into 
the future at machines that would make work easier and life better for 
each of us!   An engineer with SDES will walk the audience through their 
current day experiences in the field as an engineer, while other SDES volun-
teers will assist KSDC staff with multiple activity stations.  Simple machines 
that make up a bucket-wheel excavator, skateboard, water lift and spring 
scale (wheel/axel), thread cutter (wedge), tape dispenser and da Vinci’s 

catapult (levers/pulleys) to name a few will be discovered and incorporated into a Guessing Game.  This event will 
take place on February 6, 2015 from 5:00 to 8:00 pm.  

STEM Girls – Encouraging middle school girls to pursue STEM careers, our theme this year plays on Disney’s latest 
animation, Big Hero 6.  We’ll be at three underserved middle schools in Sioux Falls, SD to build, test and re-design 
paper plate “Speed Racers” tying in with the with supersonic fast mag-lev bike that the female industrial technolo-
gy and mechanical engineering student GoGo Tomago’s character develops in the movie.  We’ll then move on to 
our main build with Baymax as the inspiration.  Baymax is a home health aide robot and SDES volunteers will as-
sist the girls in building a “junk drawer robot” using Popsicle sticks, syringes and pencil erasers to make a Hydrau-
lic Gripper Robot.  STEM Girls is part of an after-school program run through the Kirby Science and Discovery Cen-
ter.  SDES develops an engineering themed plan each February, walk the girls through our development as female 
engineers, and provide a pathway for the students to ask questions and see themselves in engineering career 
paths.  Our Hydraulic Gripper Robot is being provided by the South Dakota State University Extension and 4-H 
STEM program.  Inspiration for the “Speed Racer” is from www.howtoons.com. STEM Girls will take place February 
17-19, 2015 from 3:45 to 5:00pm at George McGovern (Tuesday), Whittier (Wednesday), Edison (Thursday) Mid-
dle Schools in Sioux Falls, SD. 

Volunteers are encouraged to contact Erin Steever at erins@bannerassociates.com or 855-323-6342 to secure a 
time, and be notified of planning/demonstration meetings held ahead of the events.   

C E L E B R A T I N G  E - W E E K  I N  F E B R U A R Y — E R I N  S T E E V E R ,  P E  

A couple volunteers are still needed to help out with the MATHCOUNTS competition. The competition will 
be held at Morningside Community Center in Sioux Falls which is connected to Harvey Dunn Elementary 
School.  The address is 2400 S. Bahnson Avenue and the competition will be on Thursday, February 19, 
2015.  Volunteers are needed from approximately 2:30 to 7:00 to help with the registration table, distrib-
uting tests, and scoring.  If you are not available for the entire competition, please consider helping out 
for a portion of it.  I encourage those who have never attended a MATHCOUNTS competition to volunteer 
and witness the mathematical and reasoning skills of the mathletes. Please contact me if you are availa-
ble to help out or have any questions. 
 
Phil Gundvaldson 
ph. 605-271-5527 
philg@infrastructuredg.com 

M A T H C O U N T S  V O L U N T E E R S  N E E D E D — P H I L  
G U N D V A L D S O N ,  P E  
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As part of the 2015 scholarship program, SDES-Eastern Chapter awarded three 
$2000 Engineering Scholarships out of over 30 applicants to the following high 
school seniors:   

Nicholas Zolnowsky is ranked 10th in his class at Parkston High School.  Nicholas 
has been involved in many school activities and receiving a number of awards including: National Honor Society, Varsity Cross 
Country (Hero Award, Coaches Award, and MVP), Basketball, Track (MVP), and Swimming (Male Swimmer of the Year).   From 
his involvement in athletics and the National Honors Society, to his ability to work through adversity, his peers and advisors 
have recognized Nicholas as a natural leader and role model who leads by example.    

Throughout high school, Nicholas has received the most satisfaction from his community service and mission work which in-
cluded volunteering his time to help with a church remodel and assisting those in need with “fixing up” their home.   

Nicholas gained interest in Engineering when he began working for a local construction crew a few years ago and started look-
ing into career options along those lines.  “When I read about Civil Engineering, I knew it was a perfect fit.”  He would like to 
work on difficult projects and oversee them to ensure they are built to plan with excellent functionality and safety.  As a Civil 
Engineer Nicholas knows he can make a difference while enjoying the work he does.  Nicholas plans to attend South Dakota 
State University and Major in Civil Engineering. 

Alex Spies, attending Watertown High School, stood out academically while also being involved in numerous school and com-
munity activities.  These activities include: Boy Scouts (Senior Patrol Leader, Life Scout – on track to be an Eagle Scout), Teens 
for Christ (President), Math Counts, Peer Helpers, BEST –Boosting Engineering Science Technology- Robotics (Marketing 
Group Lead, Notebook and Design Documenter, Chief Designer, and Team Leader), and National Honor Society.    

The most satisfying achievement for Alex has been his role on the BEST - Boosting Engineering Science Technology – Team.  
During his 4 years on the team, he was able to progress through the ranks, ultimately leading the team to winning multiple 
awards.  Through it all, this experience has allowed Alex to explore different career options, work with a team, make friends, 
lead, and become a better person.   

As long as he can remember, Alex has always been interested in becoming an Engineer and, as a young child, he would tell 
people that he wanted to go to the “School of Minds”.  Through Lego League during his elementary and middle school days, to 
his present participation with the BEST Robotics Team, he learned that not only did he enjoy solving problems and finding new 
ways to accomplish tasks, he was good at it.  “It’s not just about creating something; it’s also about marketing and talking to 
people.”  Alex plans to attend South Dakota School of Mines & Technology and major in Mechanical Engineering.    

Jamison French has excelled academically as a senior at Brookings High School.  His activities include: Students Against De-
structive Decisions, German Club, Marching Band, Concert Band, Multicultural Club (Vice-President), Feminist Club Officer, Art 
Club, Soccer, Science Olympiad, and Boy Scouts (Assistant Senior Patrol Leader).   

Jamison’s Eagle Scout Project has been his most satisfying achievement.  This project was dedicated to providing the people 
of Ninh Thuan, the second poorest province in Southeastern Vietnam, with gently used clothing.  He spent countless hours 
collecting, sorting, packing, and transferring clothes through this project.  He also started a fundraiser in which the money was 
used to purchase duffle bags to ship the clothes to Vietnam through the Catalyst Foundation.  “The satisfaction comes from 
knowing that I’m helping my cultural community with some essential needs.” 

Jamison has always been interested in how machines are assembled and work as well as being intrigued by innovation con-
cepts of energy efficiency and compactness.  He recently attended a Youth Engineering Adventure Camp on the campus of 
South Dakota State University where he was able to further his interests in Mechanical Engineering.  Jamison plans to attend 
South Dakota State University and Major in Mechanical Engineering. 

In 2014, the Eastern Chapter sponsored two $1000 Engineering Scholarships at South Dakota State University.  To qualify, 
students must be entering their junior or senior year and major under the College of Engineering.  The two recipients selected 
by SDSU faculty were James Hisek, majoring in General Engineering (leaning towards Civil), and John Miller, majoring in Opera-
tions Management and German.  

Also in 2014, the Eastern Chapter sponsored an $800 Engineering Scholarship which was made available through a perma-
nent endowed fund held within the South Dakota Community Foundation.  Emily Lawrenson was the recipient selected by the 
Scholarship Committee and she plans to major in Civil Engineering at South Dakota State University.    

Congratulations to all of this year’s SDES - Eastern Chapter Scholarship Recipients! 

S C H O L A R S H I P  W I N N E R S — L A N C E  M A Y E R ,  P E  
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A listing of previous award winners that we have on record for the Eastern Chapter (including the old Southeast Chapter 
and Northeast Chapter) are shown below.  If you see any errors or omissions, please contact Brad Ludens at 367-8627 
or bludens@siouxfalls.org.  We would love to have updated information for this year’s Awards Banquet on February 28.  
Thanks for your help! 

H E L P  U S  C O M P L E T E  T H E  L I S T  O F  P A S T  W I N N E R S —
B R A D  L U D E N S ,  P E  

Eastern Chapter 
2013: Allen Rude 
2012: Orlin Jibben 
2011: Jeff Christensen 
2010: Bruce Card 
 
SE/NE Chapter 
2009: Chad Huwe (SE) 
2008: James Unruh (SE) 
2007: Rich Schwanke* (SE) 
2006: Mark Wiederich (SE) 
2005: Steve Hoff (SE) 
2004: Jon Heck* (SE) 
2003: Dennis Wipf / Geoff Heig 
2002: Jeff DesLauriers / Seth Hanson 
2001: Doug Hoy / Chuck Tiltrum 
2000: Kim Heck / Dennis Micko* 
1999: Duane Sanders* (NE) 
1998: Fred Ritterhaus* (NE) 
1997: Fran Brink* (NE) 
1996: John Little (NE) 
1995: Joe Gillen / Dwayne Rollag 
1994: Steve Quincy / Paul Koepsell* 
1993: Tom Berkland (SE) 
1992: Ralph Lindner (SE) 
1991: Duane Genzlinger / Jim Dorn-

bush* 
1990: Jon Smith (SE) 
1989: Beth Tellekson (SE) 
1988: Dale Jans (SE) 
1987: Len Neugebauer (SE) 
1986: Rex Stockwell* / Ernest Buck-

ley 
1985: Tade Gerischer / Junis Storry 
1984: Tom Molohan / Al Kurtenbach* 
1983: Wilfred Schroeder (SE) 
1982: Art DeWitt (SE) 
1981: Marvin Heck / Emory Johnson* 
1980: Merle Jansen (SE) 
1979: Ray Jorgensen (SE) 
1978: John Peasley (SE) 
 
* indicates state award winner 
 

Eastern Chapter 
2013: Wes Philips* 
2012: Adam Norman* 
2011: Brett Runge* 
2010: Brad Ludens* 
 
SE/NE Chapter 
2009: TJ Yerdon (SE) 
2008: Phil Gundvaldson* (SE) 
2007: Jason Reaves (SE) 
2006: Jason Kjenstad* (SE) 
2005: Myron Adam (SE) 
2004: Chad Hanisch* (SE) 
2003: Shannon VerHey (SE) 
2002: Mark Cotter* / Doug Wessel 
2001: Brent Anderson / Matthew 

Asche 
2000: Jason Klemme / Sam Munte-

an 
1999: Jackie Lanning* (NE) 
1998: Steve Hoff / Rick Schlechter* 
1997: Beth Kassing (SE) 
1996: Doug Jackson / Jay Koch 
1995: Kim Heck / Seth Hanson* 
1994: Don Weigel (NE) 
1993: Jeff Christensen* (SE) 
1992: Doug Hoy (SE) 
1991: Jon Heck (SE) 
1990: Jeff Miller (SE) 
1989: Bruce Card (SE) 
1988: Ralph Lindner (SE) 
1987: Tom Kelly (SE) 
1986: Ron Hemmer / Geoff Heig* 
1985: Dale Jans / Rick Solonen 
1984: Dan Eisenbraun / Daryl En-

glund* 
1983: Dennis Wipf (SE) 
1982: Rex Stockwell* / Dave Odens 
1981: Dan Norman (SE) 
1980: No Award 
1979: Mike Bailey (SE) 
1978: No Award 
 
* indicates state award winner 
 

Eastern Chapter 
2013: Baltic Bridge Replacement*, HDR and      

I-90/Cliff Avenue Interchange, McLau-
ry Engineering 

2012: Sioux Falls Water Reclamation Facility 
Effluent Filter Improvements*, HR 
Green and River Greenway Improve-
ments Phase 1, Goldsmith Heck 

2011: Big Sioux River Skunk Creek Flood 
Control Project Phase 2C*, USACE and 
Sioux Falls Central Main, HDR Engi-
neering 

2010: 41st Street Bridge Reconstruction* 
 HDR Engineering, Sioux Falls 
 
Southeastern Chapter 
2009: Phillips Avenue, 10th St. to 12th St. 
 Stockwell Engineers, Sioux Falls 
2008: 57th Street, Cliff Ave. to Sycamore Ave. 
 HDR Engineering, Sioux Falls 
2007: Cliff Avenue, Chambers St. to Benson 

Rd. 
 HR Green/Sayre Associates, Sioux 

Falls 
2006: 12th Street/I-29 Interchange (?) 
 Needs Verification 
2005: Louise Avenue, 69th St. to 85th St. 
 Ulteig Engineers, Sioux Falls 
2004: Sioux Falls Water Purification Plant* 
 HDR Engineering, Sioux Falls 
2003: Russell St./Benson Rd./I-29 Inter-

change 
 HDR Engineering, Sioux Falls 
 
Northeastern Chapter 
2005: Aberdeen Water Supply/Treatment 

Imp. 
 Banner Associates, Brookings 
2002: Newcastle-Vermillion River Bridge 
 Banner Associates, Brookings 
2001: Paul Brown Stadium 
 Needs Verification 
2000: Veterans Avenue, Sisseton, SD 
 Helms and Associates 
 
* indicates state award winner 

Engineer of the Year 
Young Engineer of 

the Year Project of the Year 



Page 6 E A S T E R N  C H A P T E R  N E W S L E T T E R ,  S D E S  



Page 7 E A S T E R N  C H A P T E R  N E W S L E T T E R ,  S D E S  



Page 8 E A S T E R N  C H A P T E R  N E W S L E T T E R ,  S D E S  

A brief history…  I was born and raised in Baltic, SD.  Attended 
Baltic High School and received my Civil Engineering Degree from 
SDSM&T.   
 

I worked for Howard R 
Green Company from 
2000-2006.  I joined the 
City of Sioux Falls Engi-
neering team in 2007 as 
the Principal Drainage En-
gineer.  Our Drainage 
Team is responsible for 
the conveyance of storm-
water throughout the city.  
We also manage the re-
gional BMP pond system.  
Just this year, we began 
management of the re-
cently updated Flood Con-
trol system within the city. 

GETTING TO 

KNOW YOU  

Member Bio 

A N D Y  B E R G ,  P E  

City of Sioux Falls 
224 W Ninth Street 

PO Box 7402 
Sioux Falls, SD 

Phone: 605-367-8637 
Fax: 605-367-4310 

 
Family:  Wife:  Laura; Kids:  Claire (8), Ben (4) 

Hometown:  Baltic, SD 

Job title and years with firm:  Principal Engineer, 8 years. 

Favorite Room in Your House:  Wood Shop.  Not in the house, 
but I am most productive here and also allows me to teach 
the kids how to use tools and help me build little projects. 

Normal Breakfast:  Coffee and whatever there is time for on 
the way out the door. 

Last CD Purchased:  Can't remember…probably Linkin Park. 

Last DVD Purchased:  Despicable Me 2?? 

Hobbies:  In order of preference… 1. Golf  2. Woodworking  3. 
Waterfowl Hunting 

Best Personality Trait:  I'm fairly calm.  I don't let things get 
under my skin.  This is a must when working with the public 
regarding drainage concerns. 

Pet peeves:  People who start a complaint by saying, "I'm not 
an engineer but…" 

Favorite beverage:  Winter:  Guiness  Summer:  Blue Moon 

Favorite TV Show:  Big Bang Theory 

 
Favorite Season:  Winter…very few drainage issues 

What made you want to be an engineer?  It ran in the family.  
Three uncles, four cousins and a brother that are all engi-
neers.  Then I married into a father-in-law, two brothers-in-
law and a sister-in-law who are all engineers as well.  Exciting 
dinner conversations over the holidays! 

Describe a significant event in your professional life.  Taking 
this job with the City.  While the amount of design work is 
greatly reduced, I get to rely heavily on my engineering back-
ground to work with residents.  Helping them better under-
stand our drainage systems and how they can help them-
selves to protect their property. 

What are you looking forward to in the next year?  A 
drought… 

I hate it when…  people aren't really listening, they are just 
waiting for you to stop talking so they can tell you what they 
feel is important.   

Where is your favorite place and why?  I'm still partial to the 
Black Hills.  If you can get away from the people and just en-
joy the fresh air and natural scenery it is tough to beat. 

A  L I T T L E  B I T  M O R E  A B O U T  O U R  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H :  

Degree: 
SDSM&T, B.S. in Civil Engineering  
 
 

Favorite Quote: 
“When it pours, we reign.” - Unofficial 
Drainage Team Motto ;) 
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2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5  O F F I C E R S   
A N D  C H A I R P E R S O N S  

SDES is the state society of engineers from all disci-

plines that promotes the ethical and competent prac-

tice of engineering, advocates licensure, enhances the 

image of its members, and advocates legislation and 

public policy for the betterment of human welfare and 

the profession.  

S D E S  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

Officers 

President   Ryan Johnson, PE 

President Elect   Ray Pierson, PE 

Vice President    Kurt Peppel, PE 

Secretary/Treasurer  Lance Weatherly, PE 

Chapter Director(2nd term)   Travis Clark, PE 

Chapter Director(1st term)    Joshua VandenBos, EIT 

State Director                          Kristen Gundvaldson, PE 

Past President                        Phil Gundvaldson, PE 

Committees 

Nominating Committee             Paul Korn, PE 

Mathcounts                             Phil Gundvaldson, PE 

Scholarship                              Lance Mayer, PE 

Events Coordinators                   

 eWeek   Erin Steever, PE 

 STEMS Girls  Erin Steever, PE 

 Free First Fridays Erin Steever, PE 

 Winter Social  Gabe Laber, PE 

 Golf Outing  Gabe Laber, PE 

Awards                                      Brad Ludens, PE 

Audio/Visual IT                         Chad Stensland, PE 

Newsletter                                 Joshua Peterson, PE 

Membership List   Myron Adam, PE 

We are on the web 

http://www.sdes.org/ 

Webex Login Instructions 
1. Navigate your internet browser to: 

2. https://sdes-eastern.webex.com 

3. Select the meeting date from the 

calendar in the “Browse Meetings” 

Window. 

4. Click the “Register” link by the 

monthly meeting. 

5. Fill in your first name, last name, 

email address and hit the “Register 

Now” button at the bottom. 

6. A regis- tration 

email will be sent 

with all the infor-

mation to log into 

the meeting. 

For all State Society membership infor-
mation and other business, contact: 
 

     Gail Boddicker, Executive Director 
     SDES 
     Rapid City, SD  57709 
     605-394-6674 
     Gail.Boddicker@sdsmt.edu  

For any and all newsletter articles, addi-

tions, edits, corrections, and important 

dates,  

CONTACT:  
JOSHUA PETERSON, PE 
CITY OF SIOUX FALLS, PUBLIC WORKS 
224 W NINTH STREET 
PO BOX 7402 
SIOUX FALLS, SD  57117-7402 
605-367-8616 
jpeterson@siouxfalls.org  

PDH Documentation 
 

Sign-in sheets for Eastern Chapter 

meetings are posted on the SDES web-

site for members to use for PDH docu-

mentation.  Go to www.sdes.org to 
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Engineers Supporting SDES Eastern Chapter:  Shannon Ausen, Andy 
Berg, Tom Berkland, Mark Cotter, Jeff  DesLauriers, Jeff Dunn, Kerry 
Ellis, Rod Harms, Heath Hoftiezer, Chad Huwe, Ryan Johnson, Dena 
Knutson, Brett Lovro, Brad Ludens, Jacob Maras, Troy Miller, John Os-
man, Kurt Peppel, Mark Perry, Josh Peterson, Wes Philips, Nick  Ritter, 
Tim Stefanich, Curt Struck, Josh VandenBos, Shannon VerHey, Robbie 
Veurink, Lance Weatherly 



To advertise in this publication, contact Joshua 

Peterson  at:  jpeterson@siouxfalls.org  or      

367-8616. 
 

The cost is $75 for a standard business card-

size advertisement. 
 

Thank you to all of you who continue to gener-

ously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 
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