
 

 

2014 is done and 2015 is kicking in 
gear. Time truly fly’s by…  

Our next monthly meeting will be 
January 13th from 12:00 to 1:00 at 
the 41st Street Pizza Ranch. As al-
ways, come early for pizza and the 
opportunity to socialize with your 
peers. The speaker will be Jeff Dunn, 
Principal Water Engineer for the City 
of Sioux Falls. Jeff will present on the 
City’s water main condition assess-
ment project. Jeff recently presented 
this project at the national AWWA 
conference.  

Thanks to Denise Truckenmiller, 
from Avera McKennan, who spoke at 
our last monthly meeting on emo-
tional intelligence. It was good to 
gain some insight on this topic. I 
challenge all of you to apply and 
build on the principles we learned. 
Greater awareness and application 
of these principles will only strength-
en our organization and our profes-
sion. 

Please help me in welcoming new 
member Eric Hanson from SEH (this 
is not the same Eric Hanson from HR  

 

Green!).  Membership is strong and 
continues to grow. The Black Hills 
Chapter has 136 members, the Cen-
tral chapter has 55 members, and 
the Eastern Chapter has 271 mem-
bers! As always, keep recruiting.  

Lastly, the Eastern Chapter is re-
sponsible for hosting the fall (2015) 
PDH conference. We need one to 
two volunteers to coordinate this 
event. The time commitment is mini-
mal and you will have plenty of sup-
port from board members and com-
mittee chairs. If you are interested or 
would like more info about the posi-
tion (how much work/time does it 
take, are there others helping, etc.) 
please contact me at rjohn-
son@siouxfalls.org or 367-8641.  

Thank you and good luck in 2015!  

Ryan Johnson 
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NEXT MEETING: 
January 13, 11:30 AM @ Pizza 
Ranch on 41st Street 
 - Jeff Dunn from the City of Sioux 
Falls will present on the City’s 
water main assessment. 

NEW MEMBERS: 

 Eric Hanson, SEH 

P O  B O X  1 5 1 2   
S I O U X  F A L L S ,  S D   

5 7 1 0 1  

 

The Engineering Informer 

WebEx: this month’s presenta-
tion will be broadcast on WebEx 
so please plan on tuning in on 
the web if you can’t be here in 
person!  See the instructions on 
how to use WebEx on page 6 of 
this newsletter. 
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EASTERN CHAPTER MEETINGS: 

 January 13, 11:30 @ Pizza Ranch on 

41st Street 

 February 10, 11:30 @ Pizza Ranch 

on 41st Street 

 March 10, 11:30 @ Pizza Ranch on 

41st Street 

 April 14, 11:30 @ Pizza Ranch on 

41st Street 

 

E-Week 

February 22—28, 2015 

 

Eastern Chapter Awards Banquet 

February 28, 2015 

Holiday Inn City Centre 

 

2015 Annual Conference 

April 8, 2015 

Ramkota Hotel, Pierre 

To add a calendar item, please contact Josh 
Peterson at JPeterson@siouxfalls.org  

The Sioux Empire Water Festival will be held March 17 & 18.  If 
anyone is interested in presenting or putting together an exhibit, 
please contact Alicia Reif, Alicia.Reif@sdstate.edu 

 

The Sioux Falls Women in Science will be held March 11.  If any-
one is interested in presenting, please contact Karen Heiling, kheil-
ing@sio.midco.net Or if they would like to put an exhibit together 
contact Lisa Schramm Lisa.Schramm@sdstate.edu  

V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  
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Now that the holidays are over, we can reflect on all that we’ve accomplished in the past year – both personally 
and professionally.  Please take some time to reflect on your accomplishments and those of your peers and con-
sider nominating someone or a special project for one of our annual awards: 

► Engineer of the Year 
► Young Engineer of the Year 
► Project of the Year 

The nomination forms for each category have already been sent out via email to the members of the Eastern Chap-
ter by Myron Adam, and are also available from Brad Ludens.  Nominations are due to Brad Ludens by February 6, 
2015.  Contact information for Brad is included below. 

The Eastern Chapter may submit up to two nominations in each category.  The Awards Committee will determine 
whether one or two nominations will be submitted in each category.  There are many engineers and projects all 
over the Eastern Chapter that deserve recognition this year for a job well done.  Don’t be afraid to nominate one or 
more of them! 

If you are interested in serving on the Awards Committee, or if you have any other questions, please contact Brad 
Ludens at 367-8627 or bludens@siouxfalls.org.  The Eastern Chapter awards will be announced at the SDES/ASCE 
banquet on February 28, 2015.  The winners will be forwarded to the State Society for consideration for the state 
level awards. 

2 0 1 4  E A S T E R N  C H A P T E R  S D E S  A W A R D  N O M I N A T I O N S —
B R A D  L U D E N S ,  P E  

Free First Fridays – In collaboration with the Kirby Science and Discovery Center (KSDC) at the Washington Pavil-
ion, in Sioux Falls, SD, SDES volunteers will celebrate Leonardo da Vinci with over 300 patrons through their 
“Engineering with Leo” experience.  While most of his inventions never made it off the page he drew them on, we 
know that he was looking into the future at machines that would make work easier and life better for each of us!   
An engineer with SDES will walk the audience through their current day experiences in the field as an engineer, 
while other SDES volunteers will assist KSDC staff with multiple activity stations.  Simple machines that make up a 
bucket-wheel excavator, skateboard, water lift and spring scale (wheel/axel), thread cutter (wedge), tape dispenser 
and da Vinci’s catapult (levers/pulleys) to name a few will be discovered and incorporated into a Guessing Game.  
This event will take place on February 6, 2015 from 5:00 to 8:00 pm.  

STEM Girls – Encouraging middle school girls to pursue STEM careers, our theme this year plays on Disney’s latest 
animation, Big Hero 6.  We’ll be at three underserved middle schools in Sioux Falls, SD to build, test and re-design 
paper plate “Speed Racers” tying in with the with supersonic fast mag-lev bike that the female industrial technolo-
gy and mechanical engineering student GoGo Tomago’s character develops in the movie.  We’ll then move on to 
our main build with Baymax as the inspiration.  Baymax is a home health aide robot and SDES volunteers will as-
sist the girls in building a “junk drawer robot” using Popsicle sticks, syringes and pencil erasers to make a Hydrau-
lic Gripper Robot.  STEM Girls is part of an after-school program run through the Kirby Science and Discovery Cen-
ter.  SDES develops an engineering themed plan each February, walk the girls through our development as female 
engineers, and provide a pathway for the students to ask questions and see themselves in engineering career 
paths.  Our Hydraulic Gripper Robot is being provided by the South Dakota State University Extension and 4-H 
STEM program.  Inspiration for the “Speed Racer” is from www.howtoons.com. STEM Girls will take place February 
17-19, 2015 from 3:45 to 5:00pm at George McGovern (Tuesday), Whittier (Wednesday), Edison (Thursday) Mid-
dle Schools in Sioux Falls, SD. 

Volunteers are encouraged to contact Erin Steever at erins@bannerassociates.com or 855-323-6342 to secure a 
time, and be notified of planning/demonstration meetings held ahead of the events.   

C E L E B R A T I N G  E - W E E K  I N  F E B R U A R Y — E R I N  S T E E V E R ,  P E  
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A listing of previous award winners that we have on record for the Eastern Chapter (including the old Southeast Chapter 
and Northeast Chapter) are shown below.  If you see any errors or omissions, please contact Brad Ludens at 367-8627 
or bludens@siouxfalls.org.  We would love to have updated information for this year’s Awards Banquet on February 28.  
Thanks for your help! 

H E L P  U S  C O M P L E T E  T H E  L I S T  O F  P A S T  W I N N E R S —
B R A D  L U D E N S ,  P E  

Eastern Chapter 
2013: Allen Rude 
2012: Orlin Jibben 
2011: Jeff Christensen 
2010: Bruce Card 
 
SE/NE Chapter 
2009: Chad Huwe (SE) 
2008: James Unruh (SE) 
2007: Rich Schwanke* (SE) 
2006: Mark Wiederich (SE) 
2005: Steve Hoff (SE) 
2004: Jon Heck* (SE) 
2003: Dennis Wipf / Geoff Heig 
2002: Jeff DesLauriers / Seth Hanson 
2001: Doug Hoy / Chuck Tiltrum 
2000: Kim Heck / Dennis Micko* 
1999: Duane Sanders* (NE) 
1998: Fred Ritterhaus* (NE) 
1997: Fran Brink* (NE) 
1996: John Little (NE) 
1995: Joe Gillen / Dwayne Rollag 
1994: Steve Quincy / Paul Koepsell* 
1993: Tom Berkland (SE) 
1992: Ralph Lindner (SE) 
1991: Duane Genzlinger / Jim Dorn-

bush* 
1990: Jon Smith (SE) 
1989: Beth Tellekson (SE) 
1988: Dale Jans (SE) 
1987: Len Neugebauer (SE) 
1986: Rex Stockwell* / Ernest Buck-

ley 
1985: Tade Gerischer / Junis Storry 
1984: Tom Molohan / Al Kurtenbach* 
1983: Wilfred Schroeder (SE) 
1982: Art DeWitt (SE) 
1981: Marvin Heck / Emory Johnson* 
1980: Merle Jansen (SE) 
1979: Ray Jorgensen (SE) 
1978: John Peasley (SE) 
 
* indicates state award winner 
 

Eastern Chapter 
2013: Wes Philips* 
2012: Adam Norman* 
2011: Brett Runge* 
2010: Brad Ludens* 
 
SE/NE Chapter 
2009: TJ Yerdon (SE) 
2008: Phil Gundvaldson* (SE) 
2007: Jason Reaves (SE) 
2006: Jason Kjenstad* (SE) 
2005: Myron Adam (SE) 
2004: Chad Hanisch* (SE) 
2003: Shannon VerHey (SE) 
2002: Mark Cotter* / Doug Wessel 
2001: Brent Anderson / Matthew 

Asche 
2000: Jason Klemme / Sam Munte-

an 
1999: Jackie Lanning* (NE) 
1998: Steve Hoff / Rick Schlechter* 
1997: Beth Kassing (SE) 
1996: Doug Jackson / Jay Koch 
1995: Kim Heck / Seth Hanson* 
1994: Don Weigel (NE) 
1993: Jeff Christensen* (SE) 
1992: Doug Hoy (SE) 
1991: Jon Heck (SE) 
1990: Jeff Miller (SE) 
1989: Bruce Card (SE) 
1988: Ralph Lindner (SE) 
1987: Tom Kelly (SE) 
1986: Ron Hemmer / Geoff Heig* 
1985: Dale Jans / Rick Solonen 
1984: Dan Eisenbraun / Daryl En-

glund* 
1983: Dennis Wipf (SE) 
1982: Rex Stockwell* / Dave Odens 
1981: Dan Norman (SE) 
1980: No Award 
1979: Mike Bailey (SE) 
1978: No Award 
 
* indicates state award winner 
 

Eastern Chapter 
2013: Baltic Bridge Replacement*, HDR and      

I-90/Cliff Avenue Interchange, McLau-
ry Engineering 

2012: Sioux Falls Water Reclamation Facility 
Effluent Filter Improvements*, HR 
Green and River Greenway Improve-
ments Phase 1, Goldsmith Heck 

2011: Big Sioux River Skunk Creek Flood 
Control Project Phase 2C*, USACE and 
Sioux Falls Central Main, HDR Engi-
neering 

2010: 41st Street Bridge Reconstruction* 
 HDR Engineering, Sioux Falls 
 
Southeastern Chapter 
2009: Phillips Avenue, 10th St. to 12th St. 
 Stockwell Engineers, Sioux Falls 
2008: 57th Street, Cliff Ave. to Sycamore Ave. 
 HDR Engineering, Sioux Falls 
2007: Cliff Avenue, Chambers St. to Benson 

Rd. 
 HR Green/Sayre Associates, Sioux 

Falls 
2006: 12th Street/I-29 Interchange (?) 
 Needs Verification 
2005: Louise Avenue, 69th St. to 85th St. 
 Ulteig Engineers, Sioux Falls 
2004: Sioux Falls Water Purification Plant* 
 HDR Engineering, Sioux Falls 
2003: Russell St./Benson Rd./I-29 Inter-

change 
 HDR Engineering, Sioux Falls 
 
Northeastern Chapter 
2005: Aberdeen Water Supply/Treatment 

Imp. 
 Banner Associates, Brookings 
2002: Newcastle-Vermillion River Bridge 
 Banner Associates, Brookings 
2001: Paul Brown Stadium 
 Needs Verification 
2000: Veterans Avenue, Sisseton, SD 
 Helms and Associates 
 
* indicates state award winner 

Engineer of the Year 
Young Engineer of 

the Year Project of the Year 
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A brief history…  I was born and raised here in Sioux Falls.  After 
high school I went on to College at Arizona State University where 
I graduated with a Civil Engineering degree.  After school, I began 
working for a private consulting firm in Phoenix for two years and 
learned all aspects of putting together a full set of plans.  I did a 
lot of drafting and red-lining work, but it was a very helpful experi-
ence for me.  In 2008, I was fortunate enough to be hired for my 
current position as a Civil Engineer in the Drainage Department 
for the City of Sioux Falls.  In 2010 I was able to pass my PE ex-
am and obtain my license.  I am 
very grateful that I do not have 
to go through that again.  I have 
been married to my wife, Nicole, 
for almost six years now and we 
have been blessed with two 
great kids, Noa (it is a girl) and 
the newest addition Wilder who 
was a Halloween baby for us this 
year.  We spend a lot of time at 
the Missouri River with family 
and friends during the summers, 
and the rest of the year we are 
waiting for the next summer 
(and golfing season) to begin. 

GETTING TO 

KNOW YOU  

Member Bio 

B R E T T  L O V R O ,  P E  

City of Sioux Falls 
224 W Ninth Street 

PO Box 7402 
Sioux Falls, SD 

Phone: 605-367-8601 
Fax: 605-367-4310 

 
Family:  Wife - Nicole, Daughter - Noa (2), Son - Wilder (2 months) 
Hometown:  Sioux Falls, SD 
Job title and years with firm:  Civil Engineer, 7 years. 
Favorite Room in Your House:  Basement living room.  It took us five 
years to finally complete the basement, so now I have been enjoying 
every minute of it.  You can find me in this room every Sunday during 
Football season, and Monday nights, and Thursday nights, some Satur-
days…  
Normal Breakfast:  Diet Coke, sometimes two of them. 
Last CD Purchased:  Probably an Elmo CD for my daughter.  It has since 
been "lost." 
Last DVD Purchased:  Once again, an Elmo DVD for my daughter to use 
on long car rides.  It is either that or we can listen to "Happy" 85 times 
in a row. 
Hobbies:  I try to golf, play tennis, watch football, and spend time with 
family. 
What do you collect?  Nothing really, if I try to collect something my wife 
will end up throwing it away. 
Best Personality Trait:  Good sense of humor, I think anyways. 
Pets:  A Yellow Lab mix - Brody 
Pet peeves:  People who keep their bright headlights on at all times on 
the highway.  Even worse, the ones who turn them down briefly, but 
cannot wait until they are past you to turn them back on. 
Favorite beverage:  Diet Coke by day, Bud Light by night. 
Favorite TV Show:  Either Archer or Vikings.  Quite different from each 
other, but both are great. 
Favorite Season:  Summer, without a doubt. 
People may not know… I can probably count on one hand the number of 
books that I have read in my life.  I am a "I'll wait until they make it into  

 
 
a movie" kind of a guy. 
What made you want to be an engineer?  When flying to Phoenix to look 
at ASU, an older man next to me started talking about college and ca-
reers.  I told him what I liked to do in school and he spent the next hour 
or more talking about how I should be an Environmental Engineer.  After 
that, I looked into the different Engineering disciplines and decided to 
closely follow his advice.  Thanks random guy on a plane. 
What do you like best about being an engineer?  I love problem solving, 
especially when there are multiple ways to solve problems.  It is fun to 
come up with different concepts and then move forward whichever 
design benefits everybody the most.   
Describe a significant event in your professional life.  Getting hired by 
the City of Sioux Falls was very significant.  It was my opportunity to 
move back to Sioux Falls and be closer to my family and my wife's fami-
ly.  We have to deal with the cold weather, but it is all worth it in the 
end. 
Describe a significant event in your personal life.  Having both of my 
kids.  It is amazing how much your life and priorities change after hav-
ing children, and now I wouldn’t want to imagine my life without them. 
Describe an achievement from the past year you are proud of.  Finally 
finished my basement last year from start to finish!   
What are you looking forward to in the next year?  A drought… 
I hate it when…  it snows.  Shoveling is one of my lease favorite things 
to do. 
Where is your favorite place and why?  Coronado, San Diego.  I have 
spent some Christmas vacations down there and have loved it every 
time.  The weather is always nice, the ocean and beach are right there, 
and it never gets old seeing large naval ships cruising through the bay. 

A  L I T T L E  B I T  M O R E  A B O U T  O U R  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H :  

Degree: 
Arizona State University, B.S. in Civil 
Engineering with Concentration on 
Construction 
 

Favorite Quote: 
“Sometimes the road less traveled is 
less traveled for a reason.” - Jerry 
Seinfeld 
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2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5  O F F I C E R S   
A N D  C H A I R P E R S O N S  

SDES is the state society of engineers from all disci-

plines that promotes the ethical and competent prac-

tice of engineering, advocates licensure, enhances the 

image of its members, and advocates legislation and 

public policy for the betterment of human welfare and 

the profession.  

S D E S  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

Officers 

President   Ryan Johnson, PE 

President Elect   Ray Pierson, PE 

Vice President    Kurt Peppel, PE 

Secretary/Treasurer  Lance Weatherly, PE 

Chapter Director(2nd term)   Travis Clark, PE 

Chapter Director(1st term)    Joshua VandenBos, EIT 

State Director                          Kristen Gundvaldson, PE 

Past President                        Phil Gundvaldson, PE 

Committees 

Nominating Committee             Paul Korn, PE 

Mathcounts                             Phil Gundvaldson, PE 

Scholarship                              Lance Mayer, PE 

Events Coordinators                   

 eWeek   Erin Steever, PE 

 STEMS Girls  Erin Steever, PE 

 Free First Fridays Erin Steever, PE 

 Winter Social  Gabe Laber, PE 

 Golf Outing  Gabe Laber, PE 

Awards                                      Brad Ludens, PE 

Audio/Visual IT                         Chad Stensland, PE 

Newsletter                                 Joshua Peterson, PE 

Membership List   Myron Adam, PE 

We are on the web 

http://www.sdes.org/ 

Webex Login Instructions 
1. Navigate your internet browser to: 

2. https://sdes-eastern.webex.com 

3. Select the meeting date from the 

calendar in the “Browse Meetings” 

Window. 

4. Click the “Register” link by the 

monthly meeting. 

5. Fill in your first name, last name, 

email address and hit the “Register 

Now” button at the bottom. 

6. A regis- tration 

email will be sent 

with all the infor-

mation to log into 

the meeting. 

For all State Society membership infor-
mation and other business, contact: 
 

     Gail Boddicker, Executive Director 
     SDES 
     Rapid City, SD  57709 
     605-394-6674 
     Gail.Boddicker@sdsmt.edu  

For any and all newsletter articles, addi-

tions, edits, corrections, and important 

dates,  

CONTACT:  
JOSHUA PETERSON, PE 
CITY OF SIOUX FALLS, PUBLIC WORKS 
224 W NINTH STREET 
PO BOX 7402 
SIOUX FALLS, SD  57117-7402 
605-367-8616 
jpeterson@siouxfalls.org  

PDH Documentation 
 

Sign-in sheets for Eastern Chapter 

meetings are posted on the SDES web-

site for members to use for PDH docu-

mentation.  Go to www.sdes.org to 
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Engineers Supporting SDES Eastern Chapter:  Shannon Ausen, Andy 
Berg, Tom Berkland, Mark Cotter, Jeff  DesLauriers, Jeff Dunn, Kerry 
Ellis, Rod Harms, Heath Hoftiezer, Chad Huwe, Ryan Johnson, Dena 
Knutson, Brett Lovro, Brad Ludens, Jacob Maras, Troy Miller, John Os-
man, Kurt Peppel, Mark Perry, Josh Peterson, Wes Philips, Nick  Ritter, 
Tim Stefanich, Curt Struck, Josh VandenBos, Shannon VerHey, Robbie 
Veurink, Lance Weatherly 



To advertise in this publication, contact Joshua 

Peterson  at:  jpeterson@siouxfalls.org  or      

367-8616. 
 

The cost is $75 for a standard business card-

size advertisement. 
 

Thank you to all of you who continue to gener-

ously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 
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