
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
BY GABE LABER, PE 

WebEx: In addition to 
our monthly in-person 
presentation, the meet-
ings will also be broad-
cast on WebEx.  See 
pages 4 and 10 of this 
newsletter for the     
WebEx log-in infor-
mation.        

WebEx Information will 
now remain the same 
from November to May.  
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I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  Hopefully everyone got what they wanted 
from Santa or from their significant other.  I know our 
kids were spoiled by their grandparents so now we are 
going through detox.  Looking back to last month’s   
article, I mentioned how warm it was, but today that is 
not the case.  Wow, the temps and wind have been a 
roller coaster here lately!    

 

It was great to see everyone that attended the Winter 
Social.  Thanks to Kent Ode for organizing this 
event.  I like the tradition we have started with moving 
the venue to various breweries and partnering with the 
City on their annual consultants meeting.  This month 
we welcome Nancy Hoines as our speaker to give an 
update on the State of the SDES Union at our monthly 
meeting on January 11, 2022.   

 

I would like to welcome our new members in the last 
month: Shawn Maassen and Weston Blasius.  As al-
ways, please consider 
bringing a non-member to 
our monthly meetings so 
they can see the value in 
our society and hopefully 
become a new member.  

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW MEMBERS: 

 

Shawn Maassen 
Weston Blasius 
 

 



TREASURER’S REPORT 
BY SCOTT LAVOY, PE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 2 SDES EASTERN CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 



February 2022 
Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28      

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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TO ADD A CALENDAR ITEM PLEASE CONTACT ABBY NELSON AT ABBY.NELSON@HDRINC.COM 

• Eastern Chapter September Monthly Meeting IN PERSON Tuesday, 
January 11th at Pizza Ranch (41st Street Location) 

•      Lunch at 11:30; Meeting starts at noon 
• Friday, January 28th — Engineering Award Nominations due 
• Tuesday, February 8th —February Monthly Meeting 
• Saturday, February 19th — Engineering Mini Golf at Empire Mall 

(holes made by you! See more details later in the newsletter) 
• Engineers Week will be celebrated the week of February 20th 
• Thursday, February 24th — MathCounts Competition 
• Friday, February 25th—Serve breakfast at the Banquet 
• eWeek Awards Banquet will be held this year — More details to 

come! 
• SAVE THE DATE—SDES Annual Conference, April 5-7 in Sioux Falls 

January 2022 
Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      



MONTHLY MEETING 
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 Please join us in-person for the monthly Eastern Chapter SDES Meeting at the 

Pizza Ranch Meeting Room on 41
st
 Street. 

 

Tuesday, January 11th 

Lunch starts at 11:30 am and the meeting begins at noon 

Nancy Hoines will be giving an update on the State of the SDES Union  

 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you in person, but if you’d like to join us virtually via WebEx, 

please see the information below. 

 

We have set up a recurring meeting for the rest of the year, so the meeting information 

will stay the same until the end of the year (May 2022).  Members can also find the link if 

they log in to the website and click on Membership Meeting Information under the Mem-

bers Only item in the left hand menu.  

 

Join from the meeting link:  Click Here 

Join by meeting number: 

Meeting number (access code):  2464 774 4807 

Meeting password:  ERt323BNuYv  

Tap to join from a mobile device (attendees only) 

+1-650-479-3208,,24647744807##  Call-in toll number (US/Canada) 

Join by phone 

1-650-479-3208 Call-in toll number (US/Canada) 

https://sdes.webex.com/webappng/sites/sdes/meeting/info/3665d9a840484dd38c9714895f2fe3e1?siteurl=sdes&MTID=mc91a4747132dd74cdcdb0e0493b22356&meetingAuthToken=QUhTSwAAAAUPpaF%2FdNrXTCnh4m3aeRKNk%2BWUON6xve7M7%2F1EKN5%2Bm%2FLbUW9DoEZLFmXMoB01CylTxS5w8Y2zmJV%25


ENGINEERING AWARDS—SDES EASTERN CHAPTER  
WES PHILIPS, PE 
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As you complete as-builts and pay applications for the year, please take some 
time to reflect on your accomplishments and those of your peers. Nominate a 
worthy engineer or project for one of our annual awards: 

 

·         Outstanding Engineering Achievement (Project) 

·         Engineer of the Year 

·         Young Engineer of the Year 

 

We have many engineers and projects in the Eastern Chapter that deserve 
recognition for a job well done. Forms are for each award category are at-
tached. Nominations are due January 28, 2022. 

 

Nomination forms were emailed to the membership group in December and 
are included at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Contact Wes Philips at wphilips@siouxfalls.org or 605-367-8657 with ques-
tions. 

 

mailto:wphilips@siouxfalls.or


E-WEEK OUTREACH 
ERIN STEEVER, PE 
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E-Week - Are You Ready for a New Kind of Outreach?  

  

With COVID still lingering, we’re moving forward with a new outreach event for 
2022.  SDES is teaming with the Empire Mall to kick off E-Week on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 19

th
 with a Mini Golf Course Challenge to benefit Habitat for Humanity.  Get 

your teams together and register by sending an email to 
erin.steever@bartwest.com with “SDES Mini Golf Registration” in the Subject 
Line.  Include Team Name, Sponsor (if any), Team Captain with contact information, 
and a list of your Team Members in the email.   

  

Each Team will construct an engineering themed mini golf hole which you will 
transport to the mall on the morning of the 19

th
.  Each hole will be judged on a 

variety of criteria including but not limited 
to engineering theme, portability, incor-
poration of recycled materials, safety, 
and creativity.  Official rules and further 
details will be distributed to registered 
teams.  The top three holes will be an-
nounced at the Awards Banquet on the 
following Saturday.  Registrations are 
being accepted now, and will close at the 
end of Monday, January 24

th
.  Our goal 

is to have 8-10 mini golf hole entries to 
kickstart engineering discussions and 
awareness among mall patrons.  There 
is no entry fee, however, event sponsor-
ships are being sought to cover event costs and kickstart the Habitat for Hu-
manity donation bucket.   

  

The course will be open to the public to play a round from 11am – 3pm on 
Saturday, February 19, 2022.  Players are encouraged to make a donation to 
Habitat for Humanity.   Additional tee times may be added throughout the 
week based on volunteer availability.   

  

Questions can be directed to me at 605-373-5915 or erin.steever@bartwest.com.   
 Thank you,  Erin Steever, E-Week Events Coordinator 

mailto:erin.steever@bartwest.com
mailto:erin.steever@bartwest.com


MATHCOUNTS 
KRISTA MAY, PE 
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TWO BANQUETS 
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Save the Date 

When: Friday, February 25th 

Where: The Banquet 900 E. 8th Street 

Who: 5-6 volunteers at 5:30am 

20-25 volunteers 6:30-8:30am 

 

Volunteer Sign-up sheet will  

be available at the January  

and February lunch meetings. 

 

Free will donation to cover the  

cost of the meal ($400) will be taken  

at February’s lunch meeting. 

 

Engineering Awards Banquet 

Will be held this year! 

More details to come... 

  



ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
KRISTA MAY, PE 
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SAVE THE DATE 
We’re excited to get back to an in-person Annual Conference in Sioux Falls! 

 

Save the date for April 6
th
-7

th
, 2022, to join your colleagues for some great PDH op-

portunities and social interaction.  

 

More information regarding registration, sponsorship and vendor opportunities, 
speaker line-up, and tour to come! 

 



2021-2022 OFFICERS AND 

CHAIRPERSONS 

Officers 

President Gabe Laber, PE 

President Elect Josh Peterson, PE 

Vice President  Devin Clay, PE 

Secretary/Treasurer Scott LaVoy, PE 

Chapter Director(1st term)    Kent Ode, PE 

Chapter Director(2nd term)   Kari Johnson PE 

State Director                         Riley Rinehart, PE 

Past President                   Ben Scholtz, PE 

Committees 

Nominating Committee          Lee Kaffar, BA 

Mathcounts                            Krista May, PE 

Scholarship                            Lance Mayer, PE 

Events Coordinators                   

 E-Week Erin Steever, PE 

 Winter Social Kent Ode, PE 

 Golf Outing Kent Ode, PE 

 Awards Banquet Jedidiah Reimnitz, PE  

Awards                                  Wes Philips, PE 

Audio/Visual IT                      Chad Stensland, PE 

Newsletter                          Abby Nelson, PE 

Membership List Myron Adam, PE 

Webex Login Instructions 

 

SDES January Monthly Meeting 

Meeting available on Webex on  

Tuesday, January 11th at Noon (CST) 

 

Meeting number (access code):  

2464 774 4807 

Meeting password:  

ERt323BNuYv  

Join from the meeting link: 

Click Here 

 

 

 

For any and all newsletter articles, additions, ed-
its, corrections, and important dates contact: 

     Abby Nelson, PE 
     HDR 
     101 S. Phillips Avenue, Suite 401 
     Sioux Falls, SD  57104 
     605-977-7753 
     Abby.Nelson@hdrinc.com 
 
For all State Society membership information and 
other business, contact: 

    Nancy Hoines 
    SDES Executive Director 
    PO Box 1076 
    Pierre, SD 57501 
    605-951-1004 
    sdengineeringsociety@gmail.com 
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Eastern Chapter of SDES Goals 

To promote the licensed practice of engineering and to 
provide learning opportunities that enable licensed 
engineers to maintain practice competency; 

To maintain high ethical standards for the practice of en-
gineering and lead the profession in adhering to 
these principles: 

To protect the public health, safety, and welfare; while 
being good stewards of the environment; 

To incorporate engineering principles and perspectives 
in government decisions that protect the public; and 

To consider community service a professional obligation. 

SDES Mission Statement 

SDES is the state society of engineers 

from all disciplines that promotes the 

ethical and competent practice of engi-

neering, advocates licensure, enhanc-

es the image of its members, and ad-

vocates legislation and public policy for 

the betterment of human welfare and 

the profession.  

https://sdes.webex.com/webappng/sites/sdes/meeting/download/3665d9a840484dd38c9714895f2fe3e1?siteurl=sdes&MTID=mc91a4747132dd74cdcdb0e0493b22356
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To advertise in the Engineering Informer, please  contact Nancy Hoines at: sdengineeringsociety@gmail.com, or 605-951-1004.   

The cost for a standard business card-size advertisement for one year is $75.  Thank you to all of you who continue to generously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 

Thank you for your support of SDES! Advertisement Sponsorships 
are available in our monthly newsletter. The newsletter is distributed 
to over 200 members of the chapter and posted on the SDES web-
site. If you are interested in having your advertisement here, please 
contact Nancy Hoines via phone: 605-951-1004  
or email: sdengineeringsociety@gmail.com. 
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To advertise in the Engineering Informer, please  contact Nancy Hoines at: sdengineeringsociety@gmail.com, or 605-951-1004.   

The cost for a standard business card-size advertisement for one year is $75.  Thank you to all of you who continue to generously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 


