
Welcome to winter?  This may 

not be winter weather as we go 

through the first couple weeks 

in December but we all know 

that will change eventually.  I 

hope that everyone enjoys the 

unusual weather and all is go-

ing well as we end the year. 

I would also like to thank our 

presenters from the November 

meeting that discussed a varie-

ty of our organizations that we 

support.  It is satisfying to hear 

how our donations are being 

used to help these students 

and hopefully they will become 

engineers in the future.  Last 

week the winter social was very 

well attended and I would like 

to thank Gabe Laber for setting 

everything up.  It was nice to 

see many new members as well 

as other members that I have 

not been in contact with over 

the past year.   

Our planning for the Annual 

Conference in April is under-

way.  We have a good team of 8 

to 10 volunteers that will be 

working together to make the 

event a success.  The team is 

going to be led by Chad Huwe.  

Thank you Chad for stepping 

up to be the chairman for this 

event.  We will begin meeting in 

January to discuss more details 

of the event and beginning our 

search for speakers for the con-

ference.  If you have a presenta-

tion that you think would be of 

interest to the attendees, 

please let Chad or myself know.   

Our next monthly meeting will 

be January 12, 2016.  The pre-

senter has will be Ben Pierson 

from Sioux Valley Energy who 

will be discussing their solar 

power study 

From the SDES Eastern Chapter 

and myself, we wish you all a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year! 

SDES Eastern Chapter President, 
Ray Pierson 
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WebEx: this month’s 
presentation will be broad-
cast on WebEx so please 
plan on tuning in on the 
web if you can’t be here in 
person!  See the instruc-
tions on how to use WebEx 
on page 6 of this newslet-
ter. 
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NEXT MEETING: 

January 12, 11:30 AM @ Piz-
za Ranch on 41st Street 

 - Ben Pierson from Sioux 
Valley Energy will discuss 
solar energy research out of 
their Brandon office. 

 

IMPORTANT NEWS 
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EASTERN CHAPTER MEETINGS: 

 January 12, 11:30 @ Pizza 

Ranch on 41st Street 

 February 9, 11:30 @ Pizza 

Ranch on 41st Street 

 March 8, 11:30 @ Pizza 

Ranch on 41st Street 

 No April Chapter Meeting 

 May 10, 11:30 @ Pizza 

Ranch on 41st Street 

 

SDES Annual Conference 

 April 6-8 @ Downtown Holi-

day Inn, Sioux Falls 

 

 

IMPORTANT             
CALENDAR            
ITEMS 

To add a calendar item, please 
contact Josh Peterson at 
JPeterson@siouxfalls.org  

T R E A S U R E R ’ S  R E P O R T  
B Y  L A N C E  W E A T H E R L Y ,  P E  

The annual Eastern Chapter Winter Social was held at Cherry 
Creek Grill on Thursday December 3rd.  The turnout was great 
again this year with 40-50 people attending.  This time of year 
is always busy with various family and work commitments but 
it is good to see that our attendance remains strong.  This 
event is a great opportunity to enjoy good food, a cold bever-
age and to visit with your colleagues.  Thanks to everyone that 
was able to attend.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  

Gabe Laber, SDES Eastern Chapter Event Coordinator.   

W I N T E R  S O C I A L  A  B I G  S U C C E S S  B Y  
G A B E  L A B E R — P E  
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S C H O L A R S H I P  T H A N K  Y O U  L E T T E R  
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S C H O L A R S H I P  T H A N K  Y O U  L E T T E R  
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A brief history…  I was born in Centerville, SD and attended 
school through graduation there.  I went to SDSU for my de-
gree in Civil Engineering and went back about 10 years later 
to get my MBA.  I worked on the farm growing up until when 
I got married and still helped until my dad semi-retired in 
2003.  My wife Christi grew up in Beaver Creek, MN and 
works as an RN for Sanford and we just moved to Sioux Falls 
after living in Dell Rapids for 17 years.  Our daughters Megan 
and Allison go to school in Brandon at the middle and inter-
mediate schools.  My step-son 
Jadin is the nursing home ad-
ministrator in Dell Rapids.  My 
sister Michelle is an ag engi-
neer (SDSU) and works for the 
NRCS in Brookings.  I went 
back to school while working 
and raising kids to get my 
MBA.  I grew up with guns and 
enjoy shooting and hunting a 
through guys at worked devel-
oped an affinity for bow hunt-
ing.  I also enjoy muscle cars, 
tractors and Harleys. 

Family: Wife Christi, daughters Megan (14) and Allison (11) and step-son 
Jadin (23) 

Hometown:  Centerville, SD 

Job Title and Years With Firm:  Project Manager, 12  

Favorite Room in My House and Why:  the family room in the new 
house as that is where the pool table and bar are located! 

My Normal Breakfast:  Dr. Pepper and possibly a granola bar or dough-
nut. 

Last CD Purchased:   

Last DVD (movie or game) Purchased:   

Hobbies:  Shooting, bow hunting, cars, tractors, Harleys to name a few. 

What do you collect?  My wife would definitely say tools but I would say 
guns. She may also say tractors…. 

My Best Personality Trait:   

Pets:  Our house dog a border collie named Oreo 

Pet peeves:  People that never use turn signals and those lacking a great 
deal of common sense. 

Favorite beverage:  Dr. Pepper or Pendleton or the combination of both! 

Favorite TV Show:  The Blacklist 

Favorite Season:  Fall as hunting begins and construction goes into 
overdrive 

People may not know about me… I have taken a black bear with a bow 
and still have the 1978 Trans Am that I got in high school. 

What made you want to be an engineer?  I grew up wanting to see how 
things work and enjoyed construction and seeing things get built. 

What do you like best about being an engineer?  I really enjoy the 

challenge of figuring out how we can fix or improve a situation to im-
prove the quality of life for the community.  There is something great 
about seeing a project completed and all of the positive things that come 
from it. 

Describe a significant event in your career.  The birth of my first 
daughter as she was born with Down syndrome and our life has been a 
whirlwind ever since. 

Describe a significant event in your personal life.  I have two.  The 
first was my wife being diagnosed with cancer and her fight through 
surgery and treatment to being cancer free for 5 years now.  The second 
was when my dad passed away in 2014 as he was overseeing the farm 
operation.  That instantly became my second job to learn crop shares 
and keeping track of and maintaining the farm and coordinating with our 
renter as well as looking out for my mom who resides in a nursing home. 

Describe an achievement from the past year you are proud of.  Being 
involved and making it to nearly all of Megan’s Special Olympic activities. 

What are you looking forward to in the next year?  I tracked down the 
first John Deere that my dad owned (a 530) this past year and am looking 
forward to getting it running to use for parades or poker runs etc.  Also 
looking forward to showing my daughter Allison how to run a hand 
clutch and see her drive it. 

I hate it when…  I don’t sync up my work and family schedules and 
double book my time. 

Favorite Place to Visit and Why:  The farm.  There is nobody watching 
or bothering you.  You can work, wrench on equipment or shoot guns 
without a second thought.  Of course being able to play with real tractors 
is cool….. 

A  L I T T L E  B I T  M O R E  A B O U T  O U R  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H :  

 
HR Green, Inc 

432 N Phillips Avenue 
Suite 400 

Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Phone: 605-334-4499 
Fax: 605-338-6125 

 

Degree: 
SDSU—BS in Civil Engineering 
Colorado Tech—MBA 
 

Favorite Quote: 
""It is better to be silent and 
thought a fool than to open one’s 
mouth and remove all doubt”  



SDES is the state society of engineers from all disci-

plines that promotes the ethical and competent prac-

tice of engineering, advocates licensure, enhances 

the image of its members, and advocates legislation 

and public policy for the betterment of human wel-

fare and the profession.  

S D E S  M I S S I O N  S TAT E M E N T  

 

Officers 

President    Ray Pierson, PE 

President Elect    Kurt Peppel, PE 

Vice President     Jonathan Wiegand, PE 

Secretary/Treasurer   Lance Weatherly, PE 

Chapter Director(2nd term)    Craig Lauritzen, PE 

Chapter Director(1st term)     Joshua VandenBos, EIT 

State Director                          Ben Scholtz, PE 

Past President                         Ryan Johnson, PE 

Committees 

Nominating Committee             Lee Kaffar, PE 

Mathcounts                             Phil Gundvaldson, PE 

Scholarship                              Lance Mayer, PE 

Events Coordinators                   

 eWeek    Erin Steever, PE 

 STEMS Girls   Erin Steever, PE 

 Free First Fridays  Erin Steever, PE 

 Winter Social   Gabe Laber, PE 

 Golf Outing   Gabe Laber, PE 

Awards                                      Wes Philips, PE 

Audio/Visual IT                         Chad Stensland, PE 

Newsletter                                 Joshua Peterson, PE 

Membership List   Myron Adam, PE 

Webex Login Instructions 

1. Navigate your internet browser 
to:   

2. https://sdes-eastern.webex.com  

3. Select the meeting date from 
the calendar in the “Browse 
Meetings” Window. 

4. Click the “Register” link by the 
monthly meeting. 

5. Fill in your first name, last 
name, email address and hit the 
“Register Now” button at the 
bottom. 

6. A registration email will be sent 
with all the information to log 
into the meeting. 

For any and all newsletter articles, 
additions, edits, corrections, and 
important dates contact: 

     JOSHUA PETERSON, PE 
     CITY OF SIOUX FALLS, 
     PUBLIC WORKS 
     224 W NINTH STREET 
     PO BOX 7402 
     SIOUX FALLS, SD  57117-7402 
     605-367-8616 
     jpeterson@siouxfalls.org 
 
For all State Society membership 
information and other business, 
contact: 

     Gail Boddicker,  
     Executive Director 
     SDES 
     Rapid City, SD  57709 
     605-394-6674 
     Gail.Boddicker@sdsmt.edu   

PDH Documentation 

Sign-in sheets for Eastern Chapter 

meetings are posted on the SDES 

website for members to use for 

PDH documentation.  Go to 

www.sdes.org to download sign-in 

sheets. 
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2015-2016 OFFICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS 
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To advertise in the Engineering Informer, please  contact  Joshua  Peterson  at: jpeterson@siouxfalls.org or 367-8616.  The cost for a standard 
business card-size advertisement for one year is $75.  Thank you to all of you who continue to generously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 
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Engineers Supporting the SDES Eastern Chapter:  Shannon Ausen, 
Andy Berg, Nick Borns, Brittany Brickman, Dennis Clark, Mark Cotter, Jeff 
DesLauriers, Kerry Ellis, Rod Harms, Heath Hoftiezer, Chad Huwe, Ryan 
Johnson, Dena Knutson, Brad Ludens, Jacob Maras, Troy Miller, John 
Osman, Sara Pankonin, Kurt Peppel, Mark Perry, Josh Peterson, Wes 
Philips, Dustin Posten, Tim Stefanich, Curt Struck, Josh VandenBos, 
Shannon VerHey, Lance Weatherly, Raed Yousef 

Charles “Chuck” Cox 
Market Manager 
LEED AP BD+C, CGP, CSI, WC AP 
 
221 N Ebenezer Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57107 
 
Desk Phone: 605‐335‐0611 
Cell: 605‐787‐2138 
Fax: 605‐335‐4799 
Email: ccox@gcc.com 
www.gccusa.com Building Together TM 

o f  A m e r i c a  

To advertise in the Engineering Informer, please  contact  Joshua  Peterson  at: jpeterson@siouxfalls.org or 367-8616.  The cost for a standard 
business card-size advertisement for one year is $75.  Thank you to all of you who continue to generously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 
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Site Development • Environmental • Excava on • Demoli on 

Aggregates • Retaining Walls • Site U li es 

Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 89106 

Sioux Falls, SD  57109 

Physical Address 
6001 W 9th Street 

Sioux Falls, SD  57107 

Phone 
605.332.5282 

To advertise in the Engineering Informer, please  contact  Joshua  Peterson  at: jpeterson@siouxfalls.org or 367-8616.  The cost for a standard 
business card-size advertisement for one year is $75.  Thank you to all of you who continue to generously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 


