
As we approach spring we not only 
begin to see activity increasing in 
the Engineering and Construction 
world, there are also additional activ-
ities for our chapter and its mem-
bers.  Remember that the week of 
February 21-27 has been designat-
ed for National Engineers Week.  I 
encourage you to take part in any 
way that you can, even if it is just a 
small notice about engineering to a 
school or any other group.   

At the end of Engineers Week we are 
having our awards banquet at the 
Hilton Garden downtown.  This is a 
great time to get with fellow engi-
neers and spouses to socialize and 
recognize projects and individuals in 
our industry that have been nomi-
nated for their exceptional work.   
Top notch entertainment will be pro-
vided to make it an outstanding 
night.  Make plans to attend this 
event on February 27, 2016.  Invites 
have been sent out so please re-
spond as soon as possible.   

Notices will be sent out soon for the 
upcoming Annual Conference to be 
held at the Holiday Inn City Centre in 
Sioux Falls.  The committee has 
meet a couple times to gather topics 
for speakers and it sounds like there 

will be another great line up of 
presentations.  This event is April 6-
8.  There is still time to submit your 
ideas for presentations that you 
think would be of interest to the at-
tendees.  Contact Chad Huwe or my-
self. 

Welcome to our newest members of 
the South Dakota Engineering Socie-
ty Eastern Chapter, Chelsea Hunt 
with Bartlett West and Aaron Miller 
with DGR.  We appreciate the en-
couragement that their employer 
has given to have their engineers 
join SDES and NSPE.   

At our next membership meeting on 
February 9, 2016 we will have a 
presentation from Shannon Ausen, 
with the City of Sioux Falls, regarding 
the 2016 infrastructure improve-
ment projects for Sioux Falls and the 
local SD DOT projects.  The March 
meeting is tentatively scheduled to 
be a plant tour at Hancock Concrete.  
In April we will not have a meeting 
due to the Annual Conference and 
we will have one final meeting on 
May 10, 2016 before taking time off 
for the summer. 

SDES Eastern Chapter President, 
Ray Pierson 
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WebEx: this month’s 
presentation will be broad-
cast on WebEx so please 
plan on tuning in on the 
web if you can’t be here in 
person!  See the instruc-
tions on how to use WebEx 
on page 6 of this newslet-
ter. 
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EASTERN CHAPTER  

MEETINGS: 

 February 9, 11:30 @ Pizza 

Ranch on 41st Street 

 March 8, 11:30 @ Hancock 

Concrete 

 No April Chapter Meeting 

 May 10, 11:30 @ Pizza 

Ranch on 41st Street 

 

Eastern Chapter  

Awards Banquet 

February 27 @ Hilton Garden  

Inn, Sioux Falls 

 

SDES Annual Conference 

April 6-8 @ Downtown Holiday 

Inn, Sioux Falls 

IMPORTANT             
CALENDAR            
ITEMS 

To add a calendar item, 
please contact Josh Peterson 
at JPeterson@siouxfalls.org  

T R E A S U R E R ’ S  R E P O R T  
B Y  L A N C E  W E A T H E R L Y ,  P E  
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As part of the 2015-2016 scholarship program, SDES-Eastern Chapter awarded three $2000 Engi-
neering Scholarships out of 57 applicants to the following high school seniors:   

Spencer Huber is ranked 9th in his class at Yankton High School.  Spencer has been involved in 
many school activities receiving a number of awards including: National Honor Society, Boys 
State, Football, Track, and Wrestling.  He has been a captain on his wrestling team since his soph-
omore year and currently holds six school records.  In the community, he has served meals for 
the homeless, packed meals for people in Haiti, washed cars to raise money for Habitat for Hu-
manity, volunteered at local track and wrestling meets, tutored Spanish, and volunteers at the 
Majestic Bluffs Nursing Home playing Bingo and Wii Bowling.   

Spencer plans on attending South Dakota State University to study Mechanical Engineering with a 
minor in Sustainable Energy Systems.  He has always been interested in alternative energy 
sources and their uses such as electric cars, solar panels, and wind turbines.  He believes that 
electricity from renewable energy sources will be the way of the future and he wants to be a part 
of helping push for a more eco-friendly way of life.   

Selene Tinklenberg, attending Sioux Falls Christian High School, stood out academically while 
also being involved in numerous school and community activities.  These activities and awards 
include: National Honor Society, Student of the Month, High Honor Roll, Flag Corps (Captain), 
Marching Band, Theater, One Act, Oral Interpretation, Concert Choir (Vice President), Chamber 
Choir, Cheerleading (Captain), Track, Volleyball, Student Government (Senior Class President), Ro-
tary Club (Junior Rotarian), Prom Committee, National Forensics League, J-CREW, Church (nursery, 
Vacation Bible School, Praise Band), Sanford Research Science Fair, Kid’s Against Hunger, Samari-
tan’s Feet, Rosebud Indian Reservation Missions, First Priority of Sioux Falls, and a SERVE mission 
trip in Grand Rapids, MI.    

Buildings fascinate Selene.  This attraction has led her to pursue a career path that includes build-
ings and the science that surrounds their construction.  She wants to be someone who creates 
sturdier, safer buildings without the use of additional natural resources.  Selene believes that dis-
covering ways to lower building costs and develop more efficient use of materials is a key to a 
better future for our planet and its people.  She also wants to take her skills beyond the office 
and construction site.  When she becomes an engineer she wants to take time to connect with 
younger girls and show them all the possibilities that lie in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematic (STEM) careers.  Selene plans to attend South Dakota State University and major in 
Civil (Structural) Engineering.    

Kristin Lerdal has excelled academically as a senior at Roosevelt High School in the top 5% of her 
class.  She has been a member of both the Drama and Oral Interpretation Clubs at Roosevelt and 
has been participating in the Rider Readers program.  In this program, she is able to assist Eng-
lish Language Learners (ELL) and Special Education students in their development of literary 
skills.  She is also an active member in the Sioux Empire Kennel Club (since 2007) and achieved 
the rank of Cadet Airman in the Civil Air Patrol during her membership in 2014 to 2015.  

Kristin’s passion for the environment sold her on engineering.  She has loved the outdoors her 
entire life, spending as much time hunting, fishing, hiking, and camping as she can.  With a de-
gree in Civil and Environmental Engineering, she can assist in the preservation of a future in  

S C H O L A R S H I P  W I N N E R S  
B Y  L A N C E  M A Y E R — P E  

( C O N T I N U E D  O N  P A G E  4 )  



PAGE 4 S D E S  E A S T E R N  C H A P T E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

 

which generations to come can enjoy a world full of fresh air, clean water, and rich wildlife.   Kris-
tin plans to attend the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology.   

In 2015, the Eastern Chapter sponsored two $1000 Engineering Scholarships at South Dakota 
State University.  To qualify, students must be entering their junior or senior year and major un-
der the College of Engineering.  The two recipients selected by SDSU faculty were Nathan Lax, 
majoring in Electronics Engineering Technology, and Elliot Reiner, majoring in Construction Man-
agement.  

Also in 2015, the Eastern Chapter sponsored a $400 Engineering Scholarship which was made 
available through a permanent endowed fund held within the South Dakota Community Founda-
tion.  Keagan Peters was the recipient selected by the Scholarship Committee and he presently 
attends South Dakota School of Mines and Technology majoring in Electrical Engineering.      

Congratulations to all of this year’s SDES - Eastern Chapter Scholarship Recipients! 

S C H O L A R S H I P  W I N N E R S  ( C O N T I N U E D )  
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E N G I N E E R S  W I T H O U T  B O R D E R S  D O N A T I O N  R E Q U E S T  



SDES is the state society of engineers from all disci-

plines that promotes the ethical and competent prac-

tice of engineering, advocates licensure, enhances 

the image of its members, and advocates legislation 

and public policy for the betterment of human wel-

fare and the profession.  

S D E S  M I S S I O N  S TAT E M E N T  

 

Officers 

President    Ray Pierson, PE 

President Elect    Kurt Peppel, PE 

Vice President     Jonathan Wiegand, PE 

Secretary/Treasurer   Lance Weatherly, PE 

Chapter Director(2nd term)    Craig Lauritzen, PE 

Chapter Director(1st term)     Joshua VandenBos, EIT 

State Director                          Ben Scholtz, PE 

Past President                         Ryan Johnson, PE 

Committees 

Nominating Committee             Lee Kaffar, PE 

Mathcounts                             Phil Gundvaldson, PE 

Scholarship                              Lance Mayer, PE 

Events Coordinators                   

 eWeek    Erin Steever, PE 

 STEMS Girls   Erin Steever, PE 

 Free First Fridays  Erin Steever, PE 

 Winter Social   Gabe Laber, PE 

 Golf Outing   Gabe Laber, PE 

Awards                                      Wes Philips, PE 

Audio/Visual IT                         Chad Stensland, PE 

Newsletter                                 Joshua Peterson, PE 

Membership List   Myron Adam, PE 

Webex Login Instructions 

1. Navigate your internet browser 
to:   

2. https://sdes-eastern.webex.com  

3. Select the meeting date from 
the calendar in the “Browse 
Meetings” Window. 

4. Click the “Register” link by the 
monthly meeting. 

5. Fill in your first name, last 
name, email address and hit the 
“Register Now” button at the 
bottom. 

6. A registration email will be sent 
with all the information to log 
into the meeting. 

For any and all newsletter articles, 
additions, edits, corrections, and 
important dates contact: 

     JOSHUA PETERSON, PE 
     CITY OF SIOUX FALLS, 
     PUBLIC WORKS 
     224 W NINTH STREET 
     PO BOX 7402 
     SIOUX FALLS, SD  57117-7402 
     605-367-8616 
     jpeterson@siouxfalls.org 
 
For all State Society membership 
information and other business, 
contact: 

     Gail Boddicker,  
     Executive Director 
     SDES 
     Rapid City, SD  57709 
     605-394-6674 
     Gail.Boddicker@sdsmt.edu   

PDH Documentation 

Sign-in sheets for Eastern Chapter 

meetings are posted on the SDES 

website for members to use for 

PDH documentation.  Go to 

www.sdes.org to download sign-in 

sheets. 
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2015-2016 OFFICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS 
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To advertise in the Engineering Informer, please  contact  Joshua  Peterson  at: jpeterson@siouxfalls.org or 367-8616.  The cost for a standard 
business card-size advertisement for one year is $75.  Thank you to all of you who continue to generously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 
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Engineers Supporting the SDES Eastern Chapter:  Shannon Ausen, 
Andy Berg, Nick Borns, Brittany Brickman, Dennis Clark, Mark Cotter, Jeff 
DesLauriers, Kerry Ellis, Rod Harms, Heath Hoftiezer, Chad Huwe, Ryan 
Johnson, Dena Knutson, Brad Ludens, Jacob Maras, Troy Miller, John 
Osman, Sara Pankonin, Kurt Peppel, Mark Perry, Josh Peterson, Wes 
Philips, Dustin Posten, Tim Stefanich, Curt Struck, Josh VandenBos, 
Shannon VerHey, Lance Weatherly, Raed Yousef 

Charles “Chuck” Cox 
Market Manager 
LEED AP BD+C, CGP, CSI, WC AP 
 
221 N Ebenezer Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57107 
 
Desk Phone: 605‐335‐0611 
Cell: 605‐787‐2138 
Fax: 605‐335‐4799 
Email: ccox@gcc.com 
www.gccusa.com Building Together TM 

o f  A m e r i c a  

To advertise in the Engineering Informer, please  contact  Joshua  Peterson  at: jpeterson@siouxfalls.org or 367-8616.  The cost for a standard 
business card-size advertisement for one year is $75.  Thank you to all of you who continue to generously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 
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Site Development • Environmental • ExcavaƟon • DemoliƟon 

Aggregates • Retaining Walls • Site UƟliƟes 

Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 89106 

Sioux Falls, SD  57109 

Phone 
605.332.5282 

To advertise in the Engineering Informer, please  contact  Joshua  Peterson  at: jpeterson@siouxfalls.org or 367-8616.  The cost for a standard 
business card-size advertisement for one year is $75.  Thank you to all of you who continue to generously support the Eastern Chapter of SDES. 


